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GREEN RIVER - Two environmental groups have sued PacifiCorp Energy in federal 
court, alleging "significant and ongoing" violations of pollution emissions limits at the 
state's largest coal-fired power plant, the Jim Bridger Power Plant in southwestern 
Wyoming. 
 
In their lawsuit, filed in U.S. District Court in Cheyenne, the Sierra Club and the 
Wyoming Outdoor Council allege that data PacifiCorp submitted to the Wyoming 
Department of Environmental Quality show the plant exceeded permit limits for opacity 
_ a measure of the density of pollution in the air - more than 1,000 times during the past 
five years. 
 
"I've lived in Wyoming for most of my life and worked for years to protect our clean 
environment and special wild places, and this dirty power plant is threatening both," Tom 
Bell, director emeritus and a founding member of the Wyoming Outdoor Council, said in 
a news release. 
 
PacifiCorp president Bill Fehrman said in a news release that the company had plans in 
place to install millions of dollars in pollution-control equipment at the plant even before 
the Sierra Club and the Wyoming Outdoor Council notified the company of their 
intention to sue. 
 
"We believe our resources are better invested in improving air quality than in defending a 
lawsuit, particularly because that suit has no merit and does not involve a risk to the 
health and welfare of the citizens of Wyoming," Fehrman said. "It is difficult to 
understand the motivation of the Sierra Club and Wyoming Outdoor Council when the 
planned projects will address the environmental concerns expressed by the plaintiffs." 
 
The Jim Bridger Power Plant is about 25 miles east of Rock Springs in Sweetwater 
County. It generates power for customers in six Western states, including Wyoming, 
burning coal from the adjacent Bridger Coal Co. mine and the nearby Black Butte mine. 
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